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single will and power a structure so durable and so
universal, is like no other achievement which history
records. The masterpieces of the men of action are
coarse and common in comparison with it, and the
masterpieces of speculation flimsy and insubstantial.
When we speak of it the commonplaces of admiration
fail us altogether. Shall we speak of the originality of
the design, of the skill displayed in the execution ? All
such terms are inadequate. Originality and contriving
skill operated indeed, but, as it were, implicitly. The
creative effort which produced that against which, it is
said, the gates of hell shall not prevail, cannot be
analysed. No architects' designs were furnished for the
New Jerusalem, no committee drew up rules for the
Universal Commonwealth. If in the works of Nature we
can trace the indications of calculation, of a struggle
with difficulties, of precaution, of ingenuity, then in
Christ3s work it may be that the same indications occur.
But these inferior and secondary powers were not con-
sciously exercised; they were implicitly present in the
manifold yet single creative act. The inconceivable
work was done in calmness; before the eyes of men it
was noiselessly accomplished, attracting little attention.
Who can describe that which unites men ? Who has
entered into the formation of. speech which is the symbol
of their union ? Who can describe exhaustively the
origin of civil society ? He who can do these things
can explain the origin of the Christian Church. For
others it must be enough to say, " the Holy Ghost fell on
those that believed." No man saw the building of the
New Jerusalem, the workmen crowded together, the un-
finished walls and unpaved streets; no man heard the
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